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VALUATION OF LAND AMENDMENT BILL 2015 
Returned 

Bill returned from the Council with an amendment. 
As to Consideration in Detail 

On motion by Mr D.T. Redman (Minister for Lands), resolved — 
That the Council’s amendment be considered in detail forthwith. 

Consideration in Detail 
The amendment made by the Council was as follows — 

Clause 4, page 3, line 29 to page 4, line 4 — To delete the lines and insert — 
(2) In section 4(1) in the definition of unimproved value after paragraph (b)(ii)(I) insert: 

or 
Mr D.T. REDMAN: I move — 

That the amendment made by the Council be agreed to. 
I acknowledge and thank the shadow Minister for Lands, who during detailed consideration of the bill on 
24 March 2015 noted that there were several references to the inclusion of the word “or” in the amended 
section 4(1)(b)(ii)(I) and that he was unclear about the placement of the final “or” into this section within the 
Valuation of Land Act 1978. At the time I committed to providing the shadow minister with a detailed written 
answer to his concerns about the correct placement of the word “or” in several clauses. My written explanation 
was provided to the shadow Minister for Lands on 17 April 2015. This confirmed that the word “or” was to be 
placed at the end of paragraph (b)(ii)(I), immediately before the commencement of paragraph (b)(ii)(II), which is 
consistent with the placement of the word “or” at the end of each of the new paragraphs (b)(ii)(II), (III) and (IV) 
set out on page 3 of the bill. However the inclusion of the word “or” within paragraph (b)(ii)(I) after (A) and (B) 
was incorrect as it made the application of the accumulation valuation method set out within the paragraph 
unworkable. The insertion of these words under clause 2(a) on page 3 of the bill was a drafting error. 
Parliamentary Counsel prepared an amendment to the bill that removed the offending instances of ‘or’ by 
deleting the lines from page 3, line 29 to page 4, line 4 and inserting the following words — 

(2) In section 4(1) in the definition of unimproved value after paragraph (b)(ii)(I) insert — 
or 

This amendment was considered with the bill by the Legislative Council in Committee of the Whole on 5 May 
2015, where it was passed as amended. I again thank the shadow Minister for Lands for his diligence during 
detailed consideration of the bill, as it assisted in detecting an error in drafting. 

Mr C.J. TALLENTIRE: I thank the minister for his acknowledgement of the work done by the opposition in 
improving the quality of the legislation and, indeed, making sure that legislation that goes through this place is of 
a standard that will enable it to be useful. I think that is an important role that we play in this place. I would like 
to say that on other occasions the work of the opposition is not just about detecting drafting errors, but 
sometimes our work is very much about looking at errors in terms of governance. I think of other occasions on 
which the opposition has put forward some very sensible amendments. Only very recently with the Minister for 
Lands we looked at the Land Legislation Amendment Bill, which was about how increased fee levels would 
enable Landgate to have more fees, and we wanted to ensure that Landgate would be able to retain those fees. In 
retrospect, I do not think the government took seriously enough the issue that the opposition raised. It is 
important to realise that when we have debates in this house and there is consideration in detail of a bill, it is not 
just about the opposition wanting to prove a point and it is certainly not about filibustering, as is sometimes said. 
It is actually about checking that legislation is workable, that the governance arrangements around that 
legislation are viable and that there will not be a situation in which money is thought to be raised by an agency 
for a particular purpose but then eventually siphoned off to another agency. That is the debate we had on the 
Land Legislation Amendment Bill. However, here we have from the Legislative Council an acknowledgement of 
a point raised about the drafting of the Valuation of Land Amendment Bill 2015, and I am very pleased to see 
that the error has been fixed and that we can now be sure that this legislation will be workable. 

Another point I need to make about this legislation is the fact that it was brought to this house as an urgent bill 
and it has been treated as an urgent bill, and I think that is very interesting in itself. I congratulate those 
stakeholders, particularly those organisations that represent the mining sector, that did such a good job in 
detecting the whole issue around rateable values for land and bringing it to the attention of the government and 
the opposition, and for briefing the opposition. Looking at the timeline of events, their work began in, I think, 
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December last year and now we find ourselves in early May and the legislation will be through the house. That is 
a commendable speed with which we have fixed up this legislation. 

Mr D.T. Redman: I appreciate your support in making that an urgent bill. 

Mr C.J. TALLENTIRE: Thank you, minister. We need to make a comparison with so many other pieces of 
legislation—social policy legislation, environmental legislation—that seem to take many, many years before 
they even get presented to this place. There is a very, very stark difference and I think we all have to be 
concerned about that in this place. We all need to address this problem. I am very pleased for those in the 
resources sector who have got this legislation through so quickly. It is good for them and it is a sign of what we 
are capable of, but there are many other sectors of our society that need the benefit of our legislative work and 
they need it in rapid time, but they do not get it in rapid time. There are extended review periods and there are 
extended frameworks of consultation time. It is a drawn-out process and many years go by before the legislation 
is presented to this place and then it can be a very lengthy process for it to get through. There is a lesson for us 
here. We can do things quickly, as we have done with this legislation, and we have even been able to improve it 
when a fault was found, but we need to apply the same urgency to other legislation that comes to this place. 

Question put and passed; the Council’s amendment agreed to. 
The Council acquainted accordingly. 
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